Teen Reads - Women’s History Month
All annotations were found in the PALS Plus Catalog, excepted where noted.

Women Heroes of World War II: The Pacific Theatre by Kathryn Atwood
YA 940.54 ATW
Glamorous American singer Claire Phillips opened a nightclub in manila, using the earnings to secretly feed starving
American POWs. She also began working as a spy, chatting up Japanese military men and passing their secrets along to local
guerrilla resistance fighters. Australian Army nurse Vivian Bullwinkel, stationed in Singapore, then shipwrecked in the Dutch
East Indies, became the sole survivor of a horrible massacre by Japanese soldiers. She hid for days, tending to a seriously
wounded British soldier while wounded herself. Humanitarian Elizabeth Choy lived the rest of her life hating war, though not
her tormentors, after enduring six months of starvation and torture by the Japanese military police. In these pages, readers
will meet these and other courageous women and girls who risked their lives through their involvement in the Pacific Theater
of Operations during World War II.
Fight Like a Girl— Laura Barcella

YA 305.4092 BAR
Nearly every day there's another news story, think piece, or pop cultural anecdote related to feminism and women's rights.
Conversations around consent, equal pay, access to contraception, and a host of other issues are foremost topics of
conversation in American media. Today's teens are encountering these issues from a different perspective than any
generation has before -- but what's often missing from the current discussion is an understanding of how we've gotten to this
place. Fight Like a Girl introduces readers to the history of feminist activism in the U.S. in an effort to celebrate those who
paved the way and draw attention to those who are working hard to further the feminist cause today.

March Forward Girl: From Young Warrior to Little Rock Nine
YA B BEALS
Long before she was one of the Little Rock Nine, Melba Pattillo Beals was a warrior. Frustrated by the laws that kept
African-Americans separate but very much unequal to whites, she had questions. Why couldn't she drink from a "whites
only" fountain? Why couldn't she feel safe beyond home--or even within the walls of church? Adults all told her: Hold your
tongue. Be patient. Know your place. But Beals had the heart of a fighter--and the knowledge that her true place was a free
one. Combined with emotive drawings and photos, this memoir paints a vivid picture of Beals' powerful early journey on the
road to becoming a champion for equal rights, an acclaimed journalist, a best-selling author, and the recipient of this
country's highest recognition, the Congressional Gold Medal.
Girls Can Do Anything by Caitlin Doyle
YA 920.72 DOY

The first computer programmer was a woman. Countess Ada Lovelace (1842) The inventors of the life raft, windshield wiper,
and Kevlar were all female. Maria Beaseley (1882), Mary Anderson (1903), Stephanie Kwolek (1966) Beyonce, holds the record for Most Nominated Women in Grammy History (53) and she is also the highest-paid black musician in history.
Cosmonaut Valentina Vladimirovna Tereshkova was the first woman to fly in space and the first civilian to do so. From
ground-breaking inventions to feats of endurance, Girls Can Do Anything is a compendium of more than 200 of the smartest,
strongest, fastest and most incredible women whose achievements have contributed to the world we live in today.

I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai
B YOUSAFZAI
Malala Yousafzai was only ten years old when the Taliban took control of her region. They said music was a
crime. They said women weren't allowed to go to the market. They said girls couldn't go to school.
Raised in a once-peaceful area of Pakistan transformed by terrorism, Malala was taught to stand up for what she
believes. So she fought for her right to be educated. And on October 9, 2012, she nearly lost her life for the
cause: She was shot point-blank while riding the bus on her way home from school.
No one expected her to survive. Now Malala is an international symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest
ever Nobel Peace Prize winner.

Teen Reads - Girls That Rock: Strong, Fierce, Girls in Fiction
All annotations were found in the PALS Plus Catalog, excepted where noted.
Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson
YA ANDERSON

A traumatic event near the end of the summer has a devastating effect on Melinda's freshman year in high
school.

The Reader by Traci Chee
YA CHEE
Sefia knows what it means to survive. After her father is brutally murdered, she flees into the wilderness with
her aunt Nin, who teaches her to hunt, track, and steal. But when Nin is kidnapped, leaving Sefia completely
alone, none of her survival skills can help her discover where Nin's been taken, or if she's even alive. The only
clue to both her aunt's disappearance and her father's murder is the odd rectangular object her father left behind, an object she comes to realize is a book--a marvelous item unheard of in her otherwise illiterate society.
With the help of this book, and the aid of a mysterious stranger with dark secrets of his own, Sefia sets out to
rescue her aunt and find out what really happened the day her father was killed--and punish the people responsible.
Lucy and Linh by Alice Pung
YA PUNG

Lucy is a bit of a pushover, but she's ambitious and smart, and she has just received the opportunity of a lifetime:
a scholarship to a prestigious school, and a ticket out of her broken-down suburb. Though she's worried she will
stick out like badly cut bangs among the razor-straight students, she is soon welcomed into the Cabinet, the
supremely popular trio who wield influence over classmates and teachers alike. Linh is blunt, strong-willed, and
fearless--everything Lucy once loved about herself. She is also Lucy's last solid link to her life before private
school, but she is growing tired of being eclipsed by the glamour of the Cabinet. As Lucy floats further away from
the world she once knew, her connection to Linh--and to her old life--threatens to snap. Sharp and honest, Alice
Pung's novel examines what it means to grow into the person you want to be without leaving yourself behind.
Escape from Aleppo by N.H. Senzai
MJ SENZAI

After Nadia is separated from her family while fleeing the civil war, she spends the next four days with a mysterious old man who helps her navigate the checkpoints and snipers of the rebel, ISIS, and Syrian armies that are
littering Aleppo on her way to meeting her father at the Turkish border.

The Hate You Give by Angie Thomas

YA THOMAS

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives and the fancy
suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses
the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. Soon
afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil's name. Some cops and the local drug lord try to intimidate
Starr and her family. What everyone wants to know is: what really went down that night? And the only person
alive who can answer that is Starr. But what Starr does--or does not--say could upend her community. It could
also endanger her life.
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